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Abstract. With the deepening development of globalization, communication and integration
between different cultures are becoming increasingly frequent, and the importance and urgency of
multicultural education are becoming increasingly prominent. The concept and principles of multicultural
education in the knowledge system of modern education are highly regarded research topics in the field
of education today. This article aims to explore the position and role of multicultural education in
educational theory, analyze its core concepts and implementation principles, as well as its application and
challenges in modern educational practice. Through in-depth research on the concepts and principles of
multicultural education, the aim is to provide new ideas and insights for educational reform and practice,
promote the continuous improvement of the education system, and promote the education industry
towards a more inclusive, equal, and diversified direction. This article will delve into the importance and
practical significance of multicultural education from different perspectives, presenting readers with a
comprehensive and convincing research perspective, leading them to think deeply and explore important
issues in contemporary education.
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IpaKkTUKe. YTIyOJeHHOe H3y4YeHHE KOHLENIMH M NPUHLUIIOB MHOIOKYJIBTYPHOrO 0Opa3oBaHUS
HaIpaBJIEHO HA TO, YTOOBI MPEIOKUTh HOBbIE WJEU U UJeH s peopmbl M MPAKTUKU B 00JaCTU
0o0pa3oBaHMsl, COJEICTBOBaTh HENPEPHIBHOMY COBEPILIEHCTBOBAHUIO CHCTEMbl 0Opa3oBaHHUs U
COACHCTBOBATh pa3BUTUIO HMHAYCTPUM O0Opa3oBaHMA B HampaBlIeHUMU Oo0jee MHKIIO3UBHOTO,
paBHOIIPaBHOIO U pa3HooOpa3zHoro. B 53Toil cratke mOAPOOHO paccMaTpUBAaeTCsl BaKHOCTh U
aKTyaJIbHOCTh MHOTOKYJBTYPHOI'O OOpa30BaHMs C pa3HBIX TOYEK 3pEHUS, MPEIOCTaBIIAs YUTATENIM
BCEOOBEMITIONIYIO U yOEAUTENbHYI0 HCCIIE0BATEeNIbCKYI0 MEePCHEeKTUBY, KOTOpas HaIpaBisieT UX Ha
riy0OKO€ MBIIIIEHHE U U3YYEHHE BaXKHBIX BOIIPOCOB COBPEMEHHOI0 00pa30BaHusl.
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1. The foundation of multicultural education concepts in the modern pedagogy
knowledge system

1.1The concept and background of multicultural education

The concept of multicultural education is an essential component of modern
pedagogical knowledge, aiming to provide equal educational opportunities for students
from diverse racial, ethnic, and social backgrounds (Celik, 2019) [1]. It promotes the
development of dialogue and understanding among different student groups, fostering an
environment of togetherness, justice, and tolerance (Hafidz, 2022) [2]. Multicultural
education also plays a crucial role in enhancing social sustainability by striving for equal
educational opportunities for all students, regardless of their cultural or racial backgrounds
(Skrefsrud, 2023) [3].

Multicultural education refers to the educational philosophy of respecting and
accommodating diverse cultural backgrounds, values, customs, and other aspects in the
educational process, and promoting the comprehensive development of students. With the
diversification of society and cultural diversity, multicultural education has gradually
become an important direction of educational reform. In the context of globalization,
multicultural education is not only related to individual development, but also to social
harmony and stability.

Multicultural education is an educational philosophy that emphasizes cultural
diversity, believing that each culture has its unique value and contribution. This
educational philosophy not only focuses on imparting knowledge, but also values the
cultivation of students' emotions and attitudes, aiming to help them form a tolerant, open,
and inclusive mindset. Multicultural education encourages learning about the history,
traditions, values, and other aspects of different cultures, in order to promote understanding
and respect for other cultures.

The rise and development of multicultural education are closely related to the social
and historical background of the late 1950s. At that time, a large-scale wave of immigration
occurred globally, leading to the formation of multi-ethnic countries. This social
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transformation provides a practical soil for multicultural education. Especially in the
United States, the National Revival Movement has become a direct cause of the trend of
multicultural education. The theoretical foundation of multicultural education mainly
comes from American social and ethnic theories, such as the theory of cultural diversity.
In addition, cultural inheritance theory, cultural relativity theory, social learning theory in
psychology, and equal educational opportunities theory in education in British and
American cultural anthropology all provide theoretical support for multicultural education.

Multicultural education is of great significance in cultivating talents with a global
perspective and cross-cultural literacy. It helps to eliminate racial and cultural
discrimination and promote harmonious social development. Meanwhile, by promoting
communication and cooperation between different cultures, multicultural education can
cultivate students' cross-cultural communication skills and help them better adapt to a
globalized society. In addition, multicultural education emphasizes social fairness and
justice, advocating that in a multicultural society, everyone should enjoy equal rights and
opportunities.

In summary, multicultural education is a far-reaching educational philosophy aimed
at cultivating global citizens with an open and inclusive mindset, contributing to the
construction of a harmonious and diverse society.

1.2 The Status and Importance of Multicultural Education in Educational Theory

Multicultural education occupies an important position in educational theory. It
emphasizes respect and tolerance for individual differences, advocates for diversity and
equality in education, and helps cultivate students' cross-cultural awareness and global
perspective. Multicultural education not only focuses on imparting knowledge, but also on
cultivating students' emotional attitudes and values, which is beneficial for improving their
overall quality.

Multicultural education holds an important position in modern educational theory.
With the advancement of globalization and the diversification of social culture, the
traditional single cultural education model can no longer meet the needs of the times.
Multicultural education emphasizes respect and understanding of different cultures,
advocates cultural diversity, and injects new vitality into educational theory. It is not only
an important component of educational theory and practice, but also a key means of
cultivating global citizens and promoting social harmony.

Promoting cultural understanding and respect: Multicultural education helps
students recognize cultural diversity and cultivate their understanding and respect for
different cultures. This is of great significance for eliminating racial and cultural
discrimination and promoting social harmony. Cultivating cross-cultural competence: In
the context of globalization, talents with cross-cultural competence are more competitive.
Multicultural education helps students enhance their cross-cultural communication skills
by providing opportunities for cross-cultural communication. Expanding educational
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horizons: Multicultural education expands educational content to a wider range of fields,
including various cultural backgrounds, historical traditions, and values. This helps to
broaden students' educational horizons, cultivate their global awareness and international
competitiveness.

Banks, J. A. (1994) An Introduction to Multicultural Education Boston: Allyn and
Bacon. This book is a classic work in the field of multicultural education, delving into the
concepts, principles, and practical methods of multicultural education. It emphasizes the
importance of multicultural education in cultivating global citizens and promoting social
harmony. Bennett, M. J. (2006) Basic Concepts of Intercultural Communication: An
Annotated Bibliography Yarmouth, ME: Intercultural Press. This book provides the basic
concepts and theoretical framework of cross-cultural communication, which is of great
significance for understanding the practical application of multicultural education. It
provides a detailed introduction to the importance of cross-cultural communication and
how to cultivate and apply cross-cultural skills.

Deardorff, D. K. (2006) The Identification of 21st Century Skills Washington, DC:
Association of American Colleges&Universities. This report emphasizes the importance
of 21st century skills, including cross-cultural competence. It points out that multicultural
education is crucial for cultivating these key skills in students, enabling them to better
adapt to the globalized social environment.

In summary, multicultural education occupies an important position in educational
theory and is of great significance for cultivating talents with a global perspective and
cross-cultural abilities. The relevant literature provides us with a deep and comprehensive
understanding of multicultural education, which helps guide us to better apply this
educational concept in practice.

2. Multicultural education principles in modern pedagogy knowledge system

2.1 Implementation principles of multicultural education

The implementation principles of multicultural education include respect,
inclusiveness, equality, diversity, etc. Respect refers to respecting different cultural
backgrounds and individual differences, without favoring or discriminating against any
culture; Inclusion refers to the tolerance of differences and conflicts between different
cultures, promoting cultural exchange and integration; Equality refers to treating students
from different cultural backgrounds equally and without favoring any party; Diversity
refers to encouraging the expression and exchange of diverse cultures, and promoting the
coexistence of diverse cultures.

The core principles of multicultural education mainly include two aspects: cultural
self-esteem and cultural respect. Cultural self-esteem: This principle emphasizes that
through education on ethnic traditions and patriotism, children can feel the richness of their
own culture, thereby cultivating their dignity and pride in national culture. This kind of
self-esteem not only helps children form identification with their own culture, but also
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forms the foundation for them to build cultural confidence and actively participate in cross-
cultural communication. For example, when each ethnic festival arrives, teachers will
introduce the origin, customs, and significance of the festival to children, and organize
children to participate in practical activities such as making ethnic costumes and tasting
ethnic cuisine. Through these activities, children not only understand the cultural traditions
of their own nation, but also feel the charm of national culture in practice, thereby
enhancing their self-esteem and pride in national culture. Cultural respect: this principle
advocates for educating children towards the world to understand the diversity of human
culture and learn to respect other cultures. Respecting other cultures means being able to
appreciate and understand the differences between different cultures, avoiding cultural
biases and discrimination, and treating multiculturalism with an equal and open attitude.
For example, in singing and gaming sessions, teachers teach children to sing songs in
different languages, or conduct bilingual teaching. This teaching method not only allows
children to be exposed to different languages and cultures in a relaxed and enjoyable
atmosphere, but also teaches them how to communicate with people from different cultural
backgrounds. In addition, the kindergarten regularly holds "World Culture Week"
activities, inviting teachers or volunteers from different countries to share their cultural
customs and stories with the children. Through these activities, children can gain a more
comprehensive understanding of the diversity of human culture and learn to approach
different cultures with an open and respectful attitude.

By cultivating cultural self-esteem and respect, multicultural education not only
helps to enhance cross-cultural communication skills, but also helps to cultivate global
awareness and international competitiveness. At the same time, this educational approach
also helps to promote social harmony and inclusiveness, laying the foundation for
cultivating citizens with a global perspective.

2.2 The Application and Challenges of Multicultural Education in Modern
Educational Practice

In modern educational practice, multicultural education has been widely applied,
but it also faces some challenges. On the one hand, teachers need to possess the ability and
awareness of cross-cultural education in order to effectively carry out multicultural
education; On the other hand, the uneven distribution of educational resources and the
rigidity of the education system also constrain the development of multicultural education.
Therefore, it is necessary to continuously improve education policies, strengthen the
construction of teaching staff, and promote the in-depth development of multicultural
education.

When implementing multicultural education in modern educational practice, the
following specific strategies are most effective. Integrating course content: integrating
texts, perspectives, and experiences from different cultural perspectives into the subject
curriculum. Use diverse textbooks and resources to represent various cultural groups.
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Create interdisciplinary projects to explore the history, traditions, and contributions of
different cultures.

Create an inclusive learning environment: establish a class culture that welcomes
and respects student diversity. Use inclusive language and terminology. Challenge
prejudice and discrimination, and create a safe space to discuss these issues. Celebrate
different cultural festivals and traditions.

Promote cross-cultural dialogue: organize cross-cultural activities to allow students
to share their cultural experiences and interact with students from different backgrounds.
Establish student groups or dialogue groups to promote understanding and respect between
different cultural perspectives. Use cooperative learning strategies to encourage students
to learn and solve problems together in small groups.

Cultivate cultural awareness: through experiential learning, reading, and discussion,
help students cultivate their understanding and appreciation of different cultures. Organize
on-site inspections to expose students to different cultural environments. Invite guest
speakers from different cultural backgrounds to share their experiences and perspectives.

Challenge prejudice and discrimination: clearly oppose racism, gender
discrimination, homophobia, and other forms of prejudice and discrimination. Teach
students critical thinking skills to challenge stereotypes and biases. Create a safe space for
students to discuss and challenge biases.

Other effective strategies include:

Family and community participation: Collaborate with parents and community
members to understand and incorporate their cultural perspectives and experiences.

Teacher training: provide professional development and training for teachers on
multicultural education.

Administrative support: the commitment and support of school leadership towards
multicultural education are crucial.

Continuous evaluation: regularly evaluate the effectiveness and impact of
multicultural education programs, and make adjustments as needed.

By implementing these strategies, teachers can create a more inclusive, fair, and just
learning environment, enabling all students to thrive and succeed.

In addition, multicultural education faces corresponding challenges in modern
educational practice: the course content is limited: multicultural textbooks and resources
may be lacking or not representative enough for certain cultural groups.

Insufficient teacher training: some teachers may lack knowledge and skills to
effectively teach in multicultural classrooms.

Limited participation of families and communities: lack of communication and
cooperation between schools and families may hinder the implementation of multicultural
education.
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Structural barriers: structural racism and prejudice in the education system may
make implementing multicultural education challenging.

Time and resource constraints: incorporating multicultural education into teaching
practice may be challenging in busy schedules and limited resources.

Summary

Multicultural education is a concept that emphasizes the recognition and inclusion
of diverse cultural perspectives within the educational framework. In the context of music
education, multicultural education seeks to integrate various musical traditions, styles, and
practices, acknowledging the cultural diversity of students and the broader societal
landscape. Principles of multicultural education in music pedagogy may include promoting
cultural awareness, fostering inclusivity, and providing opportunities for students to
engage with music from different cultural backgrounds. This approach aligns with the
contemporary understanding of education as a means to promote cultural understanding,
respect diversity, and prepare students for global citizenship.
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