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This article discusses the peculiarities of distance learning systems and their primary disadvantages
in comparison to traditional classroom learning. The research is based on qualitative descriptive
evaluation of both firsthand practical experience and amassed theoretical data on potential downsides
and barriers of distance learning that are typically overlooked in commonly available learning
management systems. The results of the study may be useful when trying to integrate distance learning
technology into educational processes, or serve as a supportive study while performing investigative
research on the effectiveness of e-learning.
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The intensive development of information technologies in the world leaves a distinctive
impact in all areas of society without exception, including the educational market and the
educational environment. This became especially evident several years ago, during the COVID-
19 pandemic, when all enterprises and organizations that had the opportunity to carry out
remote activities switched to remote forms of work. For a long time, a huge number of
educational institutions have been providing training using various distance learning platforms,
as well as auxiliary means of distance communication.

This has led to a significant surge of interest in the problem of distance learning and the
use of technologies and means of distance communication in the educational process.
Disagreements and disputes about distance learning lead to completely opposite positions: from
its recognition as a new universal form of education, to reducing the essence of this form to a
set of means and methods of transmitting educational information [1; 2; 3; 4].

In the modern world, the term “distance learning” for a long time has been commonly
understood as learning with the help of information and computer technologies. The main
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prerequisite for the development of a distance learning system is its integration ability. At
present, it is simply impossible to concentrate all the world’s information resources that have
been accumulated by society in the scientific and educational space in every higher educational
institution. Distance learning turns all information resources distributed across different
territories active. Today it is possible to provide access to data that is located anywhere in the
world from any random point in the world where the learning process using distance educational
technologies is organized. For this reason, significant investments are provided for the
technological development of the educational environment in universities, since it is assumed
that the acquisition of knowledge by students with the help of new technologies occurs 40—-60%
faster than in conventional education systems [5].

At the center of the learning process is the student’s independent cognitive activity
(learning, not teaching), which includes independent work on mastering various types of
activities, developing the necessary skills and abilities in specific areas of knowledge. During
distance learning, the student must possess not only computer skills, but also know how to work
with authentic information that they encounter in various Internet resources. The point is that
students must be proficient in various types of reading and be able to work with electronic
reference books and dictionaries, which may be in a given course or exist autonomously on
various servers. Therefore, it is important to have courses aimed at teaching these specific
types of reading and working with reference electronic materials [6].

In 2017, while working with an experimental distance learning course for English
language with the purpose of developing bilingual communicative competence at the stage of
developing monologue speech skills, all three groups of participating first-year students
demonstrated mild positive feedback to this method of studying. The course program included
14 topics with a learning duration of 4 months.

The purpose of the experimental course was to test the capabilities of the distance
learning system in development of foreign language skills among language course students.
The proposed model focused on the development of students’ autonomous learning skills, the
formation of information and communication competences, the use of competency-based
approaches to learning. All tasks offered within the course were aimed at increasing the level of
lexical and grammatical skills and monitoring their development. The effectiveness of the
experimental work was assessed on the basis of the overall average result for the entire period
of the course. In addition, for the final testing, course participants were asked to retake a test
similar to (but not the same as) the preliminary one. Based on the results of the test, a general
conclusion was about the changes in the level of development of lexical and grammatical skills
of course participants was made. The obtained results indicated an improvement in the
performance of each group of the course participants.

However, it is important not to forget that there are objective reasons why distance
learning has not yet become the main form of the educational process, but is considered
precisely as an alternative form of education, similar to correspondence. One of these
shortcomings, undoubtedly, is the requirement for information technology competence of
teachers. And not just basic computer literacy, because in the modern information space there
is a huge number of different platforms, resources, programs that can be used in online
learning, and each such application or website has its own interface and specifics of interaction.

In the modern information space, there are practically no compatibility problems with
operating systems, browsers or smartphones — those can only arise on “ancient” devices.
However, the low speed of the Internet connection, especially the mobile Internet, can still lead
to difficulties with the use of materials in audio- and video format, and also lead to pauses and
interruptions in communication, which reduces involvement in the learning process. Teachers
have a harder time keeping an audience’s attention without face-to-face contact, and even
when video is enabled, assessing the level of engagement and understanding of the material
can be very difficult.
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Despite the ability to transmit high-quality audio and even video in real time, distance
education is not suitable for developing communication skills or teamwork skills. Not only that,
but a student may start to feel isolated from peers because they are working on assignments
entirely alone.

Remote study is not equally effective for all disciplines. In some cases, it is impossible to
do without practical training under the guidance of an experienced mentor. One can study
history or literature, design or programming remotely, but learning the lexical skills of foreign
language communication, practical skills in controlling complex mechanisms or medical
manipulations require real training for various reasons.

In a classroom, feedback can be almost immediate because the teacher has a few
minutes to take a look at student’s work and decide whether or not they are on the right track.
When e-mailing assignments, however, it can become more difficult to get the feedback.
Students have to wait for the instructor to get a chance to get online, which may not happen as
frequently as they would like. By the time the feedback is provided, there could be very little
time to make necessary changes in the assignment.

A huge disadvantage is the difficulty in adapting to online classes in general and the
requirement for a high level of independence of course participants in particular, since even
control tools do not always guarantee high-quality completion of the material. During a lecture in
the classroom students are expected to passively listen and take notes, but during virtual
discussions, working with data and materials in different multimedia formats require action — the
student’s activity comes to the foreground here, accordingly, students with a traditional mindset
may find it difficult to adapt to such changes. The freedom that online learning offers can often
lull one’s guard and give a false sense of limitless time. The boundaries between working time
and rest are blurring. Distance education places higher demands on discipline and self-
organization than its offline counterpart does.

The fact that distance learning provides a person with a specific set of knowledge can be
considered not only as a positive, but also as a negative feature. By studying remotely, a person
deprives himself of many positive “side effects” of academic education. For example, the
process of taking notes during lectures trains writing speed, develops mechanical memory, and
teaches to identify the most important fragments from the flow of information on the fly. All these
skills are very useful in everyday life, but distance learning does not provide them.

Distance learning is practiced around the world in various models, but its main
components are virtual educational materials such as multimedia files, electronic textbooks,
online and video conferences, Internet resources, etc. At the same time, distance learning is
characterized by a number of disadvantages: low efficiency due to the lack of independent work
skills among students, lack of “live” communication, teamwork (especially in the asynchronous
model), the possibility of distortion of information, difficulty getting immediate feedback. In
general, despite a number of downsides, distance learning may be a very effective tool and
form of education if correctly applied, but such correct application requires advanced skills and
extensive training of school or university personnel to achieve positive results and overcome the
multitude of obstacles typically present in distance learning method.
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CraTbsl nOCBSWEHA WCNOMb30BaHUI WHTEPAKTUBHOIO 3MEKTPOHHOro  y4ebHO-MeToanyYecKoro
Komnnekca no yyebHon ancumnimHe «MIHOCTpaHHbIA A3bIK» B Npouecce 00y4eHUs aHrMMNCKOMY S3bIKY
ctyoeHtoB | kypca WHctuTyTa WHKNO3MBHOro obpasoBaHust BITIY wmm. M.TaHka n ero ponun B
opraHusaumm yyebHoOW  OesaTenbHOCTU CTyaeHToB. [aHHbIi KoMnnekc Obin paspaboTaH C uernbto
NOBbILEHUSA KavyecTBa NPOdECCUOHANbLHON MOArOTOBKM CTYAEHTOB, akTuBm3aumm paboTtbl Ha
NMPaKTUYECKNUX 3aHATUSX, OpraHmsaumMmM YynpaBnseMon camMocToATernlbHONM paboTbl U NPOBEpPKU
camocTtosiTenbHon pabotbl cTtygeHToB. MOYMK no ydebHom pmcuunnvHe «WHOCTpaHHbIA A3bIK»
npegHasHavyeH Ans UCNonb3oBaHMA B obpasoBaTenbHOM npouecce Ans Bcex OpM MNonyyYeHus
obpaszoBaHusa B IHCTUTYTE MHKIMIO3NBHOrO 06pasoBaHums.
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The article deals with the use of interactive electronic educational and methodical complex (IEMC)
for the "Foreign Language" as the academic discipline in the process of teaching English to the first-
year-students of the Institute of Inclusive Education of BSPU named after Maxim Tank, and the role of
the complex in the organization of learning activities of students. This complex was developed to
improve the quality of students' professional training, to enhance their performance at tutorials, to
organize the guided self-work of students and to check students' independent work. The IEMC is
developed to be used in the educational process organized at any type of education at the Institute of
Inclusive Education.

Keywords: foreign language; interactive; electronic; educational and methodical complex; Institute
of Inclusive Education; Moodle system; independent work.

B HacTosiee Bpemsi 0cobyk BaxHOCTb npuobpeTaoT Npobnembl KavyecTBEHHOW
NnoaroToBKM CTYOEHTOB B CUCTEME BbiCclWwEN LWKoMbl. COBpPEMEHHbIE YCMOBUS pPas3BUTUSA
obwecTBa 3acTaBnsalOT uMCKaTb HoBble opmbl U npuembl B 00yveHun. OpraHunsaums
obpasoBaTenbHOro npouecca TpebyeT MOCTOAHHOM MOAEPHU3aLUMU, TaK KaK CO BPEMEHEM
MEHSIIOTCA TEXHMYECKMe Cpeactsa, MeTodbl M TexHonorum npenogaBaHus. [MpumeHeHne
COBPEMEHHbIX MHMOPMALMOHHBIX TexXHonormn B oOpas3oBaHuM co3gaeT OnaronpusiTHble
ycrnoBusi ons oOpMMPOBAHUSA JIMYHOCTU CTYAEHTOB M OTBEYaeT 3anpocaM COBPEMEHHOrO
obwecTBa.

B KOHTEKCTe COBPEMEHHbIX obpasoBaTenbHbIX TeHAEHUUN npoucxoaut
nepeocmbIClieHne U1 OOHOBMNEHME MHOA3LIMHOTO 00pasoBaHus: Ueneun, coaepXaHus,
TEXHOMOormm, cpeacTs n popm obyyenus [1, c. 3].
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