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E. Brodacka-Adamowicz, Ph.D, University of Podlasie, Siedlce, Institute
of Pedagogics, Department of General Pedagogics

EDUCATION AND EVALUATION OF STUDENTS OF
PEDAGOGICS AT POLISH INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER

EDUCATION IN THE FIELD OF PEDAGOGICAL THOUGHT*

 The history of pedagogical thought is one of the university courses in
pedagogics. It has been an irreplaceable source of inspiration and scholarly
achievements of the past generations for professionals exploring the theory
and practice of pedagogics, and most of all, for teachers and tutors. The
course explicates how the conditions of a particular historical era influenced
education, development of theoretical reflections upon it, and in what manner
they were further verified by life. Moreover, the history of pedagogical
thought is the starting place of knowledge about times past, ethos, dignity ,
social and civic function, forms of organisations, and teachers’ pragmatics.

 In the 18th century, the history of Polish education became an
independent scientific branch, a course of skills and appropriate investiga-
tions with definite borderlines of a research field, precise attitude towards
other humanistic and social sciences, and equipped with clear research goals
and appropriate methodology. As early as at the beginning of the 20th century,
it was functioning as an obligatory course in teachers’ education.

 The history of pedagogical thought is a scientific branch of rich and
influential research traditions. It is a course lectured at the institutions of
higher education, managed as an obligatory course or a theoretical basis for
BA, MA and Ph.D. seminars. Lectures allow students to comprehend the
outline of the history of education, according to present research. They
indicate central facts, occurrences and areas of scientific penetration. Lectures
are accompanied by practical classes, which expand knowledge and
materialize selected issues elaborated upon during lectures by analyses of
source texts. Theses written at seminars allow to explore the arcana of
educational history research, train students for individual inquiries and
searches, and may lead to original discoveries and studies. Both lectures and
practical classes are supported by textbooks, individual readings, and other
materials.

 The object of teaching the history of Polish pedagogical thought is to
model students’ pedagogical culture by exploring paths of historical
development of pedagogical and educational doctrines, relations between the
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