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Summary
European literature, and English literature in particular has always been the matrix of a

kind for American women’s literature. It’s shown in the article how the American women’s
novel adopted and reinterpreted the plots and characters of English literature (“The Private Life”
by J. Smiley), reconstructed classic folklore and literary plots using parody for well-known
titles (“The Robberbride” by M. Atwood), quotes Dickens and Oscar Wilde in “The Book of
Ruth” by J. Hamilton.

The main theme of Jane Smiley’s novels - the fate of 2 weinan, her way to
self-identification is revealed in The Private Life historiczily; that is, the action of
the novel takes place at the end of the 19th-the first1al£.0f the 20th century. The
first part of the novel is a parody at ]J. Austen’,.novels. Margaret, the main
character of “Private Life”, reminds of the heroiies Cf J. Austen- a clever, well-read,
intellectual person. According to the traditica of ]. Austen’s novels she gets her
prize at the end of this part-a rich and hansome young man as the husband. The
story of her married life is the derminciation of the institution of marriage as Smiley
sees it.

Feminist problemaztic i5dealt with in many novels by Margaret Atwood: The
Handmaid’s Tale, The/Rovherbride, A Cat’s EVE. In The Robberbride three heroines
of the novel opnuse ene devilish heroine, Zenia, the embodiment of Evil, who
destroyed their 'ives by tempting and taking away their husbands or a beloved. So
the writer takes the title and reinterprets the plot of the fairy-tale by brothers
Grimm to express her idea of the necessity of self-realization for women.

It's noteworthy to point out how masterfully the heroine, Ruth (or, rather,
the writer Jane Hamilton who created her) recreates Dickens's style, his irony

in her book and makes allusions to Oscar Wilde in the novel The Book of Ruth.





