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GLOBAL DEFINITION OF

SOCIAL WORK

-

“Social work is a practice-based ConuanbHast padora ABJIASETCH NPAKTHYCCKOU

profession and an academic
discipline that promotes social
change and development, social
cohesion, and the empowerment and
liberation of people.

Principles of social justice, human
rights, collective responsibility and
respect for diversities are central to
social work.

Underpinned by theories of social
work, social sciences, humanities and
indigenous knowledge, social work
engages people and structures to
address life challenges and enhance
wellbeing.”

npogeccueii 1 aKkaJeMUYeCKON TUCHUIIIMHOMN,
KOTOpasi CIOCOOCTBYET OOIIECTBEHHBIM
U3MEHEHHUSM U Pa3BUTHIO, COJICHCTBYET
COITMAJIbHOM CINIOYEHHOCTH U YKPETUICHUIO
CITOCOOHOCTEN K CaMOCTOATEIILHOMY
$YHKIITMOHUPOBAHUIO JTIOJICH B 0OIIECTBE, UX
OCBOOOXKICHUIO.

[TpyHIUIIBI CONMATIBHOM CITPABEIJIMBOCTH,
IpaB YeJ0BEKa U YBAKEHUSI MHOT000pa3ust
ABJISIIOTCS] IEHTPAJIbHBIMU B COLMANIBHON padoTe.

Onupasich Ha TEOPUHU COLMATBLHON padOTHI,
OOIIIECTBEHHBIC U TYMAHUTAPHbBIC HAYKH,
CIIeIMATM3UPOBAHHBIC 3HAHUSI, COIlMaJIbHAsA padoTa
BOBJIEKAET JIKOJIEN U CTPYKTYPbI B PEIICHUE
KVU3HEHHO BXKHBIX MPOOJIEM U MOBBIILICHUE

OJ1aronoJiyyus.
fppt.com
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Key words

social change and development
social cohesion

Principles of social justice, human
rights, collective responsibility and
respect for diversities are central to
social work.

KaroueBbie MOHATHSA

OOIIECTBEHHBIE U3MEHEHUS 1
pa3BUTHE

colnaibHas CIIJIOYCHHOCTD

[IprHIUIIBI COLIMATIBHOU
CIIPABENIMBOCTH, IIPAB
YEeJIOBEKA U YBAKCHUS
MHOI'000pa3us

fppt.com



FOR SOCIAL WORK AND SOCIAL

DEVELOPMENT

—

» Strengthen the influence
of social work and social
development
organizations in

"\
international, national andm
: a

local policy development
from which to actively
engage in policy and
community development
and social action. The
four priority areas are:

II.

III.

IV.

Promoting social and
economic equalities-
addressing the impact of
discrimination and
oppression, social injustice
and other human rights
violations

Promoting the dignity,
diversity and worth of all
peoples

Considering environmental
and community
sustainability of any actions

Strengthening recognition of
the importance of human
relationships

fppt.com
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...those shanges are of greatest social
consequence which alter either (1) the
size or distribution of population; or
(2) the distribution of wealth; or (3)
which make new contacts among men;
or (4) which add to the sum of
knowledge. Such changes carry within
them the possibility of new or
redirected desires and thus new social
Ideals, and in the end a modified social
social heritage or social order.

(Walter Greenwood Beach, 1925)

4= ]
us.?nﬁ'al

“This 1s far more than a social
change. It is a change in the human
condition. What 1t means--what are
the values, the commitments, the
problems, of the new society-we do
not know. But we do know that much
will be different”.

(P.Drucker, 1994)

fppt.com
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SOCIAL TRANFORMATIONS:
DE

CHANGES AND

Social transformation

Individualizatio

VELOPMENT .=

v'Social change, in sociology, the alteration
of mechanisms within the social structure,
characterized by changes in cultural symbols,
rules of behaviour, social organizations, or
value systems. (Britannica)

v “Modification of basic institutions during a
specific period” (A. Giddens)

v'Technological, economic, political,
religious, 1deological, demographic, and
stratification factors are all viewed as
potentially independent variables which
influence each other as well as the course of
Society. (Etzioni, 1964)

«HoBbIN MUpP HOBbLIX MUPOB, B
KOTOPOM OKa3alicA 4erioBekK.»
(B. I'. degoTtoBa , npodeccop, akagemuk PAH)

fppt.com



THE GLOBAL UNCERTAINTY: HOWTO
ACHIEVE THE SENSE OF SECURITY UNDER

CONDITIONS OF UNCERTAINTY?

—

Four global tendencies:

Social Work client’s wellbeing, the development
of the welfare state and our whole social system i1s
affected by the

v' Economic crisis,

v" The inequality crisis,

v'The demographic crisis,
v'The commodity crisis (like peak oil) and the
ecological crises.

Lievens P. (Belgium)

fppt.com



SOCIAL WORK IN LATVIA

= The roots of social work education in the
Baltic States formed simultaneously with the <« 2003.- “Law on Social
rebirth of social work education in Eastern services and social
European and Central-Eastern European assistance”’
countries in the last decade of the 20™ century.

* 1991. - Foundation of the first SW higher

. , ) Social work becomes one of
school in the Baltic countries.

the most important

* 1996. - Establishing the association of instruments in practical
Professional social and care workers of Latvia implementation of social

* 1996. - Social work profession is included in policy in provision of social
Profession classification services.

e 1996.- Social work approved as a sub-branch
of sociology :

“Social policy and organisation of social work™.

fppt.com



 (Global financial — economic crisis

(2009.-2012.) impacts:

Dinamics of

inhabitants of

Latvia

2012

2 023 825

2013

2001 468

HOW THE SOCIAL WORK IN LATVIA
FACES THE SOCIAL TRANSFORMATIONS?

_‘

Who are the clients of Social Workers ?

v' 2016. - 424 thousand persons or 21.8 % of
Latvia population were at risk of poverty (CBS)

v Poverty of working people

v 31.3% of children and adolescents below 17
years are of risk live in poverty or social
exclusion

v' unemployment rate - 9.5%

v' institutional care of children ~ 7967

v' Families at risk and orphans of living
parents

2014 2015

1 986 096 1 968 957

fppt.com



AUTHORITY OF SOCIAL WORK: WHAT THE

DISCUSSIONS IN LATVIA ARE ABOUT

— «  What the social demangl 1sm

» Prestige of social work work profession to?

* Burnout of professionals «  What kind of social work professionals do

* Dropout from the profession we need?

* Authority and image of social work.  What kind of the knowledge social

workers have to acquire to respond on
contemporary issues?

* Does SW professionals are ready for
change?

Academic discourse
on the social work profession
significantly differs from
the public discourse

Global financial — economic crisis
(2009.-2012.) impacts:
pre and post-crisis social work.

fppt.com



OPEN MINDED SOCIAL WORKER IS THE
SOCIAL DEMAND TO THE

 Transformations in values and
meanings of the concepts

* The meaning of the concept «social»

NMpobnemartusauuma
pearnbHOCTU WU
npoo6rnemMarnsauus
COOCTBEHHOM XWU3HWU, XKN3HU
KaXXgoro yerioBeka
coCTaBInsieT ogHy M3 3agayd
dounococpnn n Haykm».

(B. I'. depgoTtoBa , npodeccop,
akagemuk PAH)

fppt.com



MILAN CONFERENCE (2015) ON SOCIAL
WORK

Social Work Education
in Europe: towards 2025

Milan, Italy
29th June - 2nd July 2015

Bicocca University

Challenges of Social Work
in the 21st century




DOES SOCIAL WORK CAN DEVELOP

WITHOUT THE GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE?

Think globally — act
locally!

v'Social work with society
v'Social capital development
v'Transformational social work
will improve the resilience of our
social system 1n times of crises.

Lievens P. (Belgium)

fppt.com



RV Reflective practice

NN N X X

AN

THE FOCUS ON CRITICAL DIMENSION

IN SOCIAL WORK THEORY AND

Critical approach

Critical pedagogy

Critical thinking

Critical and reflective practice

The development of critical
social work practice

Creativity and cooperative work

Social work
education

./

Social Worrk Social work
research

practice

O fppt.com



BSVASHelpimyg only makes sense when directed

—_—

beyond the single case so that general
connections become visible, ‘general
forces’ impinging in people’s lives can be
1identified and ‘tamed’- or utilised
Helping requires a paradigm shift from
mere compassion to scientific analysis in
order to be able to recognise regularities
and causal links (without losing a basic
humanistic orientation)

Helping only works in partnership —
doing something to people is not only
ethically suspect but also practically
ineffective.

Helping requires a vision of a ‘better life’

v'Social work’s mandate is to
address the tension between ‘the
right to be different ‘and ‘right to
be equal’ theoretically and
practically.

v'Social work is a dialectical
project that does not reconcile
alternatives but ‘opens up space in
which future can be imagined and
realized’

/Walter Lorenz/

fppt.com
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Thank you!
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