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The role of human potential in the sustainable development of countries
in the period of globalization
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World’ s transformational processes are linked first of all with
the globalization — an objective process of integration of economies
of separate countries into the elements of the uniform world economy.
Therein human, technical, natural, information, institutional and
organizational factors of production get adequate forms of capital: and the
intellectual capital becomes a priority direction of material and financial
investments. Human potential is considered not only as formation and
implementation of production abilities, but also as and individual value.

Human potential, human factor, human capital — are the properties
of people principally influencing the results of the activities in which
they are involved. Availability of highly qualified staff undoubtedly
determines investment attractiveness of a state. Financial investments
provide for introducing "human capital>> into an education system. An
educated person in the process of his work pays off the means the society

had invested in him much faster.

The concept of sustainable development provides for integrating
three basic points of view: economic, social and ecological.

The economic approach to the concept of sustainable development
means optimal use of the limited resources and harmless nature—,
energy— and material- saving technologies. including production and
processing of raw materials, creation of ecologically acceptable products,

minimization, processing and utilization of wastes.

Social component of sustainable development is focused on a
person and directed on preserving the stability of social and cultural
systems. Within the frameworks of the concept of human development
a person is not an object, but the subject of the development. A person
is supposed to participate in the processes which form the sphere of its
activities as well as to contribute to accepting and fulfilling decisions and
supervising their implementation.

From the ecological point of view sustainable development should
provide for the integrity of biological and physical natural systems.
Viability of ecological systems on which global stability of the entire
biosphere depends, has special value.

In the end of the XXth century, the concept of development of the
human potential developed by the experts of the Development Program
of the United Nations became the most attractive. The concept has
determined basic indicators of the index of the development of human
potential not only against the GDP., but also the parameters characterizing

health, education and access to information.

According to the United Nations in 2009 Belarus ranked 68th in
the rating of the index of human potential development.

In the Republic of Belarus National Strategy of Sustainable
Development is developed once in five years for the 15—year period. In
2004 National Strategy of Sustainable Development of Belarus for the
period till 2020 was approved.

In the period of globalization the main sources for the development
of Belarus are favorable geopolitical position: high human, research,
production and innovative potential and unique natural resources.

The dynamic nature of social and economic development of the
modern world demands constant perfection of the educational system.
Changing the purposes of education, their adjustment to the challenges
the modern world is an acute issue. Today the process of certifying the
systems of quality management in all higher educational institutions of

sion

Belarus is being finished. In 2009 Belarus took part in the 8th se
of the Committee for Managing Higher Education and Research in
Strasbourg concerning joining the Bologna process, and also in the
UNESCO’ s Forum on Higher Education in the European region:
availability, values, quality and competitiveness.

The report of the International Commission on Education for
Sustainable Development (October, 2008) specifies the necessity of
training experts in sustainable development. The basis of such training
should be competence approach. Having determined the key competence
necessary for the expert in the sustainable development, we will be
capable of more comprehensive training all levels of higher education.

One of the globalization consequences is the intellectualization
of the economic and production processes consisting of increasing
the creativity of the economic behavior with the emphasis on opening
new products. The innovations related policy of Belarus is formed and
developed in the conditions of forming the knowledge based economy and
open model of innovations.

The activities related to the open model of innovation are based on
equal use of internal and external sources of knowledge and technologies.
Higher educational institutions of Belarus export scientific and technical
products to 36 countries of the world among which China ranks the
4th. Tt is important to notice that Belarus is implementing the Program

of scientific and technical cooperation between Belarus and China

(2008-2010). Belarus—Chinese Centre for Scientific Research in the field

of road construction was created in Belarus and is actively working now.



Increasing the dynamics of R&D and internationalizing the process

is directly linked with the formation of the economy based on knowledge,
the processes of globalization and changes in the nature of innovation
process.

Dynamic nature of social and economic development of the modern
world is characterized by high mobility of human resources. In Belarus
the specific share of foreign students makes 0.5 % of the total number;
the share of the domestic students trained abroad — 2.1 %. 5 319
researchers worked abroad in 2007.

USA, Great Britain. France, Germany, China, Australia, Canada
occupy the leading positions in the world’ s market of educational
services. Eight leading countries—recipients intake over 70 % of the total
number of foreign students. The share of Belarus’  market of educational
services makes about 0,018 % of the world market volume.

There is a trend whereby the number of foreign students trained
outside of the country of citizenship is increasing throughout the world.
In 2006 the number of such students made about 2.9 million. Belarus
implements a number of programs on further development of the market
of educational services. According to the preliminary forecasts by 2015
the number of foreign students in Belarus will increase from 6 thousand
(2008) to 14 thousand persons.

Modernization of the policy of Belarus in the conditions of
globalization is characterized by expanding the comprehension of the
external economic factors on the basis of the analysis and forecasts on
the world market’ s parameters of human resources, formation of the
mechanism of regular monitoring the position of national economy in the
system of international indicators in the sphere of science, technologies
and innovations, as well as harmonization of the Belarusian statistics with
the international standards.

In the period of globalization science and education become the
main source of economic growth. Belarus implements a series of approved
governmental programs on perfecting the system of higher education:
Educational Code, National Education System and Raising. the Program
of Innovation Development for 2007-2010.

Belarus has approved the strategy of transforming national
universities into scientific—educational-industrial complexes. The
integration of higher education, science and scientifically intensive
production is going on simultaneously with the development of priority

research and new technologies. Universities train new experts in the

areas of nano technologies and nano materials in electronics, electronic
security systems, laser information—measuring systems, micro—and nano—
system hardware, computer mechatronics. It is forecasted that the specific
volume of research and development in the organizations of the Ministry
of Education will increase from about 66,5 mln. dollars in 2008 to 96,7
mln. dollars in 2010.

Development of the innovations based economy is impossible
today without international cooperation, first of all in the educational
sphere. Today there is a demand for such models of cooperation as
joint educational projects and programs: creating research networks:
associations for sustainable development, uniting higher educational
institutions, organizations, individual researchers aimed at supporting the
increasing role of education in the sustainable development: as well as
international exchange of professionals. Belarus is on its way of joining
the Bologna process, which should facilitate recognition of diplomas and
qualifications of experts from other countries in Belarus and Belarusian
abroad.

Belarus supports active scientific. technical and educational
cooperation with China. A range of agreements between the two countries
in the sphere of education sciences have been signed. 26 higher
educational institutions of Belarus have 98 direct cooperation contracts
with counterparts in China. In 2009 the Agreement between the Ministry
of Education of Belarus and the State Administration of Foreign Experts
Affairs of the People’ s Republic of China on cooperation in the field
of professional training, improvement of professional skills, training and
retraining of staff, exchange of experts has been signed.

Similar models of the innovation based development of Belarus
and China determines specific nature and big prospects for bilateral
cooperation.

One of the directions of such cooperation is creating joint
scientific—technological productions with serious privileges — zones of
high technologies and technoparks.

Besides, the key point to rely on is implementing hi—tech building.
medical, machine—building. aerospace projects on a long—term basis.

The projects in the field of technologies and software concerning
EMS, road—construction and waterproof materials are already actively

implemented.





